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	General remarks
 
	
	

	Structure / „Red Thread“: 
= Introduction: describing the topic and the basic (research) question of the paper. A logical structure that is described in the introduction, explaining the topics and the chosen sequence. At the end there has to be a summary and conclusion (“what did we learn?”). 

The chapters should not be too technical (listing one method after the other) but should “tell a story” about the research objectives and motivate the reader. 
	
	

	Theoretical Part

= Foundation of the research topics(s) / question(s) using the literature (= books, articles, web sources) to

> Define the topics  

> themes and the theoretical framework

> describe different approaches and opinions found in the literature

> Deduction of the concrete research question(s) and / or hypothesis to be analyzed in the paper
	
	

	Empirical Part
( Argumentation focused on the topic 
(not only technical / methods )

> in empirical papers description of the data and the approach to sampling

> theoretical description of the methods used (with emphasis on “used” – do not rewrite a textbook)

> Discussing the appropriateness of chosen methods

> It is important that the methods are used to follow the aim of the paper / the research question
	
	

	> Application of the (empirical) methods to the concrete data / research topic

> description of the concrete use of the methods / models – the necessary steps and the individual results

> no long and boring description of simple methods (e.g. tests of means over several pages) but using the methods to find answers to the topic

+ Interpretation of the result
	
	

	Summary and Conclusion

Brief summary of the paper
Results / “What did we learn?“ 
(=answer to research question)
	
	

	Formal Aspects: 

> Literature: usage and referencing / quotation
> check for plagiarism 
> word processing software: automatic headlines, headers, footers, footnotes; automatic numbering of figurers / graphs / tables; Layout
 file has to be delivered in .doc format

> logical and obvious sequence of argumentation
	
	

	Other aspects:
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